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About PRESOURCE

Policy background

The topic of resource efficiency (often quantified on a macroeconomic level
as resource productivity) has become very relevant in politics and business.
Evidence from past performance pointed to the need for EU response to go
beyond existing policy action. Consequently the European Commission has
put resource efficiency at the heart of its structural economic strategy.

Resource Efficiency is one of the 7 Flagship Initiatives of the Europe 2020
Strategy. It is complemented by an EU Roadmap to a Resource Efficient
Europe, which provides the strategic framework for future action and
calls for an integrated approach across many policy areas at European,
transnational and national levels.

Challenges and barriers

The EU12 countries (most Central European partner countries belong to the
New Member States) have dramatically lower material productivity than the
EU15 or the EU27 average (1057 USD/ton for EU12 compared to 2482 USD/
ton for EU15 in 2009), as revealed recently by the European Environment
Agency (http://www.eea.europa.eu//publications/material-resources-and-
waste-2014). More alarming still, while material productivity in the EU15
increased constantly since 2000, productivity in the EU12 has remained
static or even decreased.

This calls for immediate action in Central Europe. It will be crucial for
enterprises in the region to increase their material efficiency and, in a
wider sense, resource efficiency in order to maintain or increase their
competitiveness.

Two major barriers for exploiting the potential for resource efficiency in
products and production processes can be identified:

1. Enterprises, especially SMEs, are not aware of their resource utilization,
real costs of non-product outputs and the related (cost) reduction
potential, nor of the means to improve it.

2. SMEs have problems financing necessary investments in eco-innovations
in order to exploit the potential for increased resource efficiency.

What is PRESOURCE about?
PRESOURCE aims to achieve:

1. Improved in-house capacity (managerial and technological): We want to
enable SMEs in the production sector to identify and exploit potentials
for increasing the resource efficiency of production processes and
products for the benefit of both economy and environment.

2. Improved knowledge and mechanisms for risk sharing and for financing
eco-innovations in SMEs: We will provide incentives and innovative
financing schemes for external and internal investment decisions.

3. Improved framework conditions: We want to enable policy makers,
intermediaries and multipliers in CE to respond to the EU Roadmap.
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